Russo AP Economics Final Exam


Career Research Project

INTRODUCTION

What do you want to with your life? In order to make good choices for yourself while in high school, you need to consider your desires for your future. Successful people match their personal abilities, values, and interests with the attributes of their chosen career. They have a personal mission for the life that they follow, and they break that down into one-year and five-year plans. In this project you will have the opportunity to explore your potential mission., and take the first steps toward planning.

TASK

Research a career that is of interest to you. Based on your findings, you will create a PowerPoint presentation that will be delivered on the day of the final exam. The presentation will include 10-12 slides and a works cited page.

PROCESS

1. Discover who you are. Find out your personality type by taking an on-line assessment. This is an exercise we will do together in the library. The steps we will follow are outlined below.

· Take the Personality Type Quiz at http://www.personalitytype.com/career_quiz.

· Next read about what the letters mean to help you verify your personality.

· What are your first two letters and the four letters of your Sub Variant? Add your Temperament and Sub Variant to our class results. These results will be used to make small groups to discuss your results. 

· Share your findings with someone who knows you well. Give examples from your life experiences of how you fit each letter of your Sub Variant. 

· Discuss how you interact with friends, parents, teachers, and other students. What are your strengths and limitations? 

· UNDERSTANDING YOUR RESULTS @What the Letters Mean
2. Find your dreams. Participate in a career interest inventory at http://www.careerkey.org/
a. What are your top three preferred work environments? What careers match with your interests? 

3. Determine a potential career choice. Research the education requirements, earning potential, job skills and personality matches, actual job tasks and responsibilities. 

4. Create a report to share with the class. This will be delivered to the class in the form of a presentation using PowerPoint. The PowerPoint file will be emailed to me prior to the start of the exam period. The presentation will take place the day of the scheduled final exam.

RESOURCES

· http://www.salary.com/
· O*NET Online
· 2008-09 The Occupational Outlook Handbook
· Career Exploration
EVALUATION

A scoring worksheet is attached. This is how your final exam grade will be determined. It will also help you organize your presentation.

Sample Outline – Each part may take 2 or more slides to present

Part #1 – Introduce Your Career

-          definition

-          background; evolution; history

-          why you chose it

Part #2 – Preparation for Your Career

-          education necessary for entry job

-          skills required for entry job

-          references required

-          summer jobs helpful

Part #3 – Work

-          entry level job description

-          working conditions

-          hours

-          vacation time

-          salary range

-          physical/emotional stress

-          kinds of people you work with

-          how evaluated

Part #4 – Potential

-          advantages and disadvantages

-          future outlook

-          possible career path

-          top job on career ladder job description

-          training and qualifications necessary for top job on career ladder

Part #5 – Conclusion

-          from what you have learned, are you suited to the career?

-          why or why not?

-          what do you need to do to attain your goal?


 This project is adapted from a WebQuest collaboratively designed by Tina Hohlfeld and Joan Shal for students enrolled at Wissahickon High School in Pennsylvania.
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